


WOODLAND PARISH COUNCIL 


Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting held on  

Thursday 25 June 2025
 
at 

 Woodland Village Hall 
 
 
 
Present 
 
Cllr Hall (Chair), Cllr Snowdon, Cllr Blackwood, Cllr Gardner, Cllr Abbott, Cllr Peckett, Cllr Timms, David Buckee (Parish Clerk) 
 
2 members of the public were present  

1. Apologies
None

2. Declaration of Interest 
(Members are asked to consider if they have a conflict of interest either personally or pecuniary in any matter included within the agenda)

Nothing declared

3. Approval of AGAR 2025/26
All Councillors had been sent copies of the AGAR prior to the meeting.
Councillors had previously approved that Tanya Roberts be appointed again as Internal Auditor for the Parish Council at the meeting in March 2026.
The Clerk advised that the internal audit had been completed, and Councillors had been sent a copy. The internal auditor has confirmed that that Woodland Parish Council’s accounts are complete, competent, and suitable for the purposes of internal audit and annual governance review.
Councillors fully discussed and formally approved the following AGAR items. Proposed by Cllr Hall, seconded by Cllr Peckett and all councillors voted unanimously in accepting them
1. Review & Acceptance of Annual Internal Audit Report (reference Finance 01)
2. Review & Approval of Bank Reconciliation (reference Finance 02)
3. Review & Approval of Receipts Register (reference Finance 03)
4. Review & Approval of Payments Register (reference Finance 04)
5. Review & Approval of Asset Register (reference Finance 05)
6. Review & Approval of General Reserves (reference Finance 06)
7. Review & Approval of Woodland Parish Council Risk Assessment (reference Finance 07) 
8. Review & Approval of Annual Governance Statement (reference Finance 08)
9. Review & Approval of Accounting Statements (reference Finance 09)
10. Setting of commencement date for exercise of public rights

Exercise of Public Rights - The AGAR needs to be published on the Parish Council website, and the Exercise of Public Rights starts one day after publication, lasting an exact 30 working day period. This gives anyone who wishes to inspect the Parish Council books the ability to do so. The Clerk stated that the AGAR will be published on the website on 25th June, and therefore the start date of the Exercise of Public Rights will start on Friday 27th June 2026 and finish on Thursday 6 August 2026. Agreed by Councillors.

The Clerk will now submit the AGAR to Mazars, and once they have undertaken the external audit, their audit report will also need to be published on the website.

4. Approval of invoices

Councillors approved payments of £30 to Woodland Village Hall (room hire 21 May), £100 to Tanya Roberts (internal audit fee), £250 to A R Toward (2 x grass cut) & £109.20 to Playsafety Limited (ROSPA report)

5. Hope Moor Wind Farm planning application

Cllr Gardner provided a summary of the planning meeting that she, Cllr Snowdon & Cllr Blackwood attended recently. This meeting was not as had been expected, and was merely to explain the process regarding NSIP (Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects). NSIPs are large-scale developments considered strategically important, and because of their size, they bypass local council planning. Durham County Council are essentially merely consultees in the process, can make comments, but have no influence on the planning decision. Currently 92% of NSIP projects are approved, regardless of public feeling/comments. The only real way of possibly blocking the development is likely to be through delays, until there is possibly a change of Government and change in the way these developments are viewed.

In the first round of consultations, comments are essentially to Fred Olsen about their project. Comments/objections still need to be submitted, but it is considered unlikely that they will take any comments on board. 14 Parish Councils have been identified as being impacted by the proposed development. It is generally though that the development is universally opposed, apart from the landowners.

At the outset, Fred Olsen have offered £24.5m for community groups to apply for grants for projects. To some this could be considered a ‘sweetener’, but in offering this amount straightaway it shows the scale of the profits they expect to make from the development.

There is a scoping report, currently at stage 1. Items in this report can be discussed and commented on, anything not in the report Fred Olsen will not respond to. It is Fred Olsen who decide what goes in to the scoping report.

The scoping report does not include how the electricity generated is to be connected to the grid, and as such Fred Olsen do not need to comment on it. It does not mention the massive pylons, structures that they will sit on, and the damage that will be caused to the moorland for pathways to each turbine. All they have said is how they will minimise the impact, by building on areas where peat is shallower. No mention is made of the rigid roads that will be needed to transport everything on site, including the massive cranes that will be required. Impact on narrow, minor roads is not covered in the scoping report, and therefore cannot be commented upon. There is no mention of where the substations required will be situated, nor the ducting required which will be through the peat.

Due to the size of the turbines, the Ministry of Defence have lodged an objection that they would interfere with flight paths, be a danger to planes, and affect the MOD radar. However, the MOD lodged a similar objection to a development in Wales, which was subsequently withdrawn following a meeting between them and the developers.

Any comments made to Fred Olsen also need to be copied in the Hope Moor Action Group, Cllr Potts, DCC planning, Sam Rushworth MP for Bishop Auckland & Rishi Sunak MP for Richmond and Northallerton. 

Rishi Sunak has raised his concerns in Parliament about proposals for the Hope Moor Wind Farm. However, Cllr Gardner has tried several times to contact Sam Rushworth for his views, without any success.

Cllr Blackwood has spoken with a former Government advisor for wind turbines, living in the village, who has said that he will be writing a report objecting to the development. He has been involved in similar projects in Scotland, and has said that post wind farm construction, the local countryside has been destroyed by pylons. He also mentioned the effects of ultrasound (a low-frequency acoustic wave below the limit of human hearing, generally defined as 20 Hz or less, which while inaudible to human ears, is often felt as whole-body vibration) which can travel vast distances both over and below ground, so the effect is likely to be felt in Woodland.

Interestingly, the CEO of EDF has gone on record saying that there should be a moratorium on all wind farm projects, as Britain currently has too much electricity, and companies are still being paid even when they are not generating as the grid is at capacity.

It was suggested that Lord Barnard could be approached. However, it is understood that Raby and Strathmore Estates are adopting a neutral stance, conjecture being that possibly they may have an eye on similar projects on their land in the future.

Cllr Peckett mentioned possibility of compulsory purchase orders, as high voltage lines will need to be installed to the infrastructure to get the power out. Fred Olsen have said that the turbines will generate power for 175,000 houses, and will be sent to Teesside to the main grid. Clearly this will then involve cabling, pylons etc between Barningham and Teesside. Cllr Peckett said that the pylons are likely to be at least a third taller than those from Toronto to Barnard Castle, and will therefore be huge.

Parish Councils will have the opportunity to make comments at each stage of the process, and it was felt that initially 2/3 points be focussed upon. It was agreed that these be the visual impact, the carbon footprint and local tourism. ACTION: Clerk to draft a letter to be circulated to Councillors for approval.

Meeting closed 8.30pm



Date of next meeting 
 
Next meeting provisionally agreed for Thursday 9th July 2025 at Woodland Village Hall, with anything urgent in the meantime being communicated by email. 

These are true and accurate minutes of the meeting as agreed by the council  
 
  
Date ……………………………………….. 
 
Signed …………………………………….. 


Minutes for all Parish Council meetings are available to view once agreed and signed by the council. These are available on the council website woodlandparishcouncil.gov.uk. The minutes will normally be available no later than 4 weeks after the date of the council meeting.  
 
Please note, all parish council meetings will be audio recorded for the purposes of accurately producing the minutes. The recording will be retained by Woodland Parish Council until the minutes have been agreed and signed. The recording will then be deleted unless the retention is requested by a lawful authority. 





